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Summer Library was held in Dwight during the month of June.  
Thirteen students, pre-school through sixth grade, attended 
throughout the month.  This summer’s theme was exploring 
the world around us. Each day we focused our attention on 
connecting reading with our environment.  

A variety of presenters, books, activities, and the opportunity 
to check out books for summer reading were provided.   
Adam Sutton from the Lower Platte South NRD helped the 
students learn about wildlife camouflage and predator/prey 
relationships through hands-on activities.  At the end of the 
session, he helped each student make a light-up firefly that 
they could take home.   Another guest presenter was Desirae 
TePoel from Lower Platte North NRD.  Each student became a 
detective of clues during “Wildlife CSI”.  Students visited five 
wildlife “crime scenes” to investigate wildlife “crimes” using 
observation and critical thinking.   Through the use of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Wildlife Trunk the students were 
able to see examples of Nebraska mammal pelts, skulls, and 
replica tracks.  They were excited to be able to see the size of 
the mountain lion, feel the soft fur of the bobcat, look at the 
paws of the raccoon, and study the many other mammals that 

were in the trunk.  Students had fun then matching the skulls 
and tracks to the correct animal.

Students also went on a nature hike collecting items on their 
lists and then bringing them back to the school to take a 
closer look at them.  With the help of using the DinoXcope, a 
digital microscope, 
the students could 
observe a live view 
of each organism 
and take photos 
of them.  Students 
learned a lot about 
the world around 
them right in their 
own town.

Thank you to 
the East Butler 
Foundation for 
making it possible for the students to stay involved with 
reading during the summer.  Thank you also to Mrs. Kavan 
who helped with library activities this summer.

Dwight Summer Library 2017
By Patti Romshek and Marilyn Walla 
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FOUNDATION SPORTING CLAY SHOOT

On October 15th, 2017 The East Butler Foundation hosted our very first Sporting  Clay Shoot at the Oak 
Creek Sporting Club.  We had a gorgeous fall day and 31 shooters participated in the shoot.

The money raised will be used to help fund scholarships for graduating seniors.  Be looking for another 
Sporting Clay Shoot next August. 
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Video Scholarship:
“Where Future Begins”

 
A few of our graduating seniors from 2017 earned 
a Video Scholarship for their instrumental role in 
creating a new and updated video titled “Where 
Future Begins.”    If you’d like to view the latest 
video, visit the website.  Go to:  
http://www.ebutlertigers.org/
Click on the Foundation Tab and then click on the 
Foundation Video tab.

Last year the East Butler Foundation, in partnership with 
the community, started a matching funds scholarship 
program.  The goal of this project was to provide 
scholarship money, real life experience and community 
involvement that would represent their individual 
preference.  The foundation set aside $3000 and then 
approached individuals in the community asking if they 
would help participate in scholarship ideas that we as a 
foundation board brought forward or if they had specific 
ideas of their own that we could help facilitate.  The final 
product brought forward these scholarships:  

$1000  Fortik Technical Scholarship

$500  Pekarek Ag Scholarship

$1000  Career Start Scholarship

$1000  Phyllis and Gerald Swanda   
 Scholarship

$1500  Interview Scholarship 

All of these scholarships were funded 50% from 
foundation and 50% from the private donors.  Some of 
the requirements for these scholarships were attending a 
2 or 4 year trade school, having participated in Ag related 
jobs, and going through an interview process to learn real 
life skills.  We thank the community for their generosity 
and being willing to invest into our school and youth.

If other individuals would be interested in developing a 
scholarship of your own criteria or be interested in ideas 
that the foundation has developed, please contact us 
at ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org so we can help 
facilitate your generosity toward our students.

GIVING BACK

Save the date
The Annual Alumni Basketball/Volleyball 

Tournament will be held 
on March 16 & 17, 2018.

To register, please contact Megan Kozisek at 
402-641-6609 or Aaron Pierce at 402-417-5195



Build a Better World was the theme for the 2017 
summer reading program in Brainard.  Preschool 
through 6th grade students met once a week during the 
month of June.  Each week we had about 35 students.  
We spent time reading books about “paying it forward” 
and showing “random acts of kindness.”  The students 
made projects that they were able to give to others in 
the community!      

6th Graders working on making garden plates.

Kindergarten through 2nd Grade painting flower pots to give away.

Kindergarten through 2nd Grades finished project, after the 
reading of The Curious Garden.

Build a Better World
By Sophie Hermelbracht, Summer 
Reading Program Teacher
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Our Tigerbots have been busy!  We have two teams researching how humans use water.  With the grant from the East Butler 
Foundation, I was able to put on a wonderful camp this summer.  Within three days, students learned about irrigation, land 
usage for water design, water testing, habitat quality, lagoon design, ground water pollution, well water testing, our aquifer and 
went kayaking!  

We worked with UNL Extension office, UNL recreation, UNL School of Natural Resources, numerous horticulturists, NRD and 
visited the Growing Nebraska at the state fair grounds. We have worked on team building and problem solving and numerous 
unplugged programming/coding activities.  

Our Tigerbot teams are ahead of the game and making more progress early in the season than we ever have before, and the 
summer camp really pushed us forward.  I’m looking forward to what the students do this season.  It’ll be impressive!

Foundation sponsors HAL Learning Camp over the summer
By Jodi Chapek, HAL Supervisor
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Congratulations to our 2017 Golf Tournament Champions, Dustin 
Valenti, Jeff Dinkelman, Nate Coleman, and Ricardo Aldana 
(not pictured). Our 9th Annual Golf Tournament was held in 
August.  Despite the adversities, we had a great year and raised 
over $4000.00.  The money goes towards scholarships for the 
upcoming graduating class.  

Kevin and Denise 
Havlovic are 
instrumental in the 
organizing and scoring 
of the golf tournament.  
The Foundation took a 
moment to thank them 
for their hard work. 

Golf Tournament

Save the date
10th Annual 

Golf Scramble Fundraiser 
on Saturday, August 18, 2018

Call or text Tasha Eldridge for a team 
at 402-954-0448
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Dean R. Rolfsmeier Memorial 
Alumni Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to the Dean R. Rolfsmeier 
Alumni Memorial Recipients.  Each recipient 
received $407.74 to be used for books, fees, 
room and board, tuition, or other educational 
expenses. 

*Reminder- ALL EAST BUTLER ALUMNI 
pursuing further education are eligible for the 
Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Scholarship. 

REMINDER
The Dean R. Rolfsmeier Alumni Memorial 
Scholarship will be available ONLINE on January 
2, 2018. Please note the changes that we have 
made to the application process:

1. Access the application online by going to 
http://www.ebutlertigers.org/. Click on 
the “Foundation” tab and select the Alumni 
Scholarship Application tab.  Please follow 
the directions stated.  You will be submitting 
the application ONLINE. 

2. The deadline is March 1st, 2018.

3. An official transcript MUST be addressed 
and mailed to:

  East Butler Foundation
  PO Box 54
  Brainard, NE 68626

4. Applications without an official transcript 
will be disqualified.

5. You MUST include an address for the 
Financial Aid Office for your institution.

6. You MUST email the Foundation at 
ebutlerfoundation@ebutler.esu7.org to 
CONFIRM that you have submitted your 
application and mailed the transcript.  You 
will receive an email confirmation from the 
Foundation. 

 

Applicants who fail to email and confirm
 will NOT be guaranteed scholarship funds. 

Mariah Aerts
DylanTePoel
Jordan Fuehrer
Natasha Fuehrer
Emily Reimer
Skyler Robeson
Devon Dvorak
Samantha Rezac
Kaytlin Johnson
Nyla Witzel
Carissa Novak
Anthony Aerts
Amber Karber
Kaitlynn Zitek
Anna Wagoner
Kassidy Florian
David Rech
Jared Zysset
Samual Nielsen
Jade Prochaska
Andrea Aerts
Evan Sisel

Carli Clark
Katie Sisel
Kelly Heiser
Donnita Helman
Morgan Helman
Moriah Barta 
Courtney Stara
Tyler Kocian
Logan Wade
Nicole Kouma
Marissa Bongers
Kyleana Kouma
Kelsi Havlovic
Austin Tejral
Zebulon Cooper
Alissa Hummel
Colin Wade
Mitchell Krenk
Mikala Havlovic
Cole Trojan
Carley Prochaska
Payton Robley

Saying Goodbye
The Foundation said 
goodbye to familiar faces 
and welcomed new faces to 
the board.  We would like to 
thank Roger Paseka, Rachelle 
Zysset, and Denise Havlovic 
for their years of service on 
the board. 
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Spotlight on Alumni - Tyler Fortik

If you live in or around Brainard, then 

you’re probably familiar with Tyler Fortik 

and his business, CTF Service, Inc.  Tyler’s 

business, which has been strong since 

2000, is located in the heart of Brainard, 

right on Main Street.  

Tyler is a 1995 graduate from East Butler 

and the second of four sons to LaVern 

and Elaine Fortik.  After graduation, 

Tyler attended Southeast Community 

College in Milford, Nebraska for the 

Automotive Service Writing Program 

with the intent of learning how to run an 

auto repair shop.  His program consisted 

of learning the ins and outs of repair 

work, scheduling, communication and 

sales.  While in school, Tyler interned 

with Kobza Motors in David City.  Tyler 

was always interested in auto and truck 

repair and the internship motivated him 

to make his move.  He purchased and 

began the demolition and re-developing 

of the lot into his shop.  The shop opened 

in March of 2000.  

At the time of opening, Tyler was in 
charge of everything with only one 
employee.  Throughout the years his 
business has grown and he now employs 
three full-time technicians, a service 
writer, and himself.  He also participates 
in the East Butler work-study program 
and has high school students work in his 
shop with the purpose of helping them 
obtain real experiences in the automotive 
repair world.

Tyler keeps busy with his diverse 
clientele, repairing cars, trucks, and farm 
equipment.  But, if you swing by the shop, 
you may also see one of the East Butler 
school busses.  CTF is in charge of the 
East Butler fleet.  His business does all the 
safety inspections and they perform all 
the maintenance and repairs for the fleet.  

With a successful business, Tyler still finds 
the time to be a volunteer fireman for the 
Brainard Fire Department.  He strongly 
believes that our East Butler Community 

is fortunate to have volunteers 

throughout the county that keep our Fire 

Department active.  In the summer, Tyler 

is instrumental in organizing the Brainard 

Pride and Performance Show that is 

held every July.  As a member of the Car 

Club he, along with the other members, 

organize a car show that attracts restored 

and collector cars and trucks.  The show 

usually has around 100-150 entries 

and draws 600-700 people into the 

community.  

When asked to reflect back on his career 

at East Butler, he chuckled a little bit.  

Tyler admitted that he was a bit of a rebel 

throughout high school.  When I asked 

him what drives him to continue to be 

successful, he got a bit more serious.  In 

August of 1991, at the age of 14, Tyler 

experienced a life altering accident that 

caused a spinal cord injury that left him 

paralyzed from the neck down.  He was 

told that he would never walk again.  In 

that moment he said he “was destroyed.”  

However, he decided his diagnosis was 

not acceptable and a fire was lit from 

within. Throughout his recovery he 

developed his “never give up” attitude and 
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told himself…“Get up, nobody else is 
going to help you…” The life-changing 
event also caused him to change his 
outlook on the world, “when you’re 
faced with your own mortality, you 
learn not to sweat the small stuff and 
focus only on the things that matter.”  

Reflecting back on his accident he 
believes that it contributed to his 
rebellious nature, which in turn has led 
him to become a leader in his industry.  

    

The future of CTF is promising.  Tyler 
believes that with the continued support 
of the community members, he can 
continue to offer quality work for his 
clients.  His strong sense of community 
is evident.  He also believes that East 
Butler provides a high quality education 
and is proud to be an alumnus.  He 
graduated East Butler with a top notch 
education, prepared for the real world 
beyond high school.  He is fortunate 
to continue to be involved in the East 
Butler community and expressed his 
desire and encouragement of others to 
continue to support the school and local 
businesses.  

This past year, Tyler, along with his 
three brothers Jason, Loran, and Russell, 
worked in partnership with the East 
Butler Foundation to create a Matching 
Funds Scholarship.  The Fortik Family 
Scholarship is given to students who 
express a desire to pursue a career 
in the technical field.  The hope is to 
encourage students to follow their 
dreams, work hard for what they want, 
set high expectations, stay focused on 

their goals, and never give up until you 
achieve them.     

The East Butler Foundation thanks Tyler 
Fortik and CTF Service, Inc. for the 
continued support for our East Butler 
community.
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Alumni Volleyball / Basketball Tournament

We had another successful year for our annual Volleyball and 
Alumni Basketball tournament held in March.  

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Basketball/Volleyball 
Tournament for March 16th and 17th, 2018

L-R:  Megan Lavicky Kozisek, Janet Rezac Finley,  
Melissa Cidlik DeWitt, Janice Bongers Benes, Ashley Brecka Cihal, 

Sara Janak Dolezal, Jennifer Bongers Hilger. 
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Our tournament would not be successful without the careful planning 
and organizing of our two event coordinators.  The Foundation 

honored Megan Kozisek and Aaron Pierce for their service. 

Back Row:  
Mike Heiser, Jeremy 
VanDerslice, Nate 

Coleman, Eric 
VanDerslice, Neal 

Coleman.

Front Row: 
Scott Heiser, Jeremy 

Pelan, Steven Coleman, 
Dustin Valenti
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Board Members
Shannon Novotny, President
Darell Aerts, Vice President
Connie Johnson, Treasurer
Sam Stecher, Secretary
Joni Ringdahl, Recording Secretary
Jan Bostelman, Member
Tasha Eldridge, Administrative 
Assistant

The East Butler Foundation is happy to announce Joni Ringdahl, Jan Bostelman, and Connie Johnson 
as the newest Foundation Board Members.

Joni Ringdahl Connie Johnson Jan Bostelman

Welcome


